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1. On 9 December 1948 a Lt. de Pablo, who is in charge of the National Guard
at Lagwmillas, conferred with Captein Carlos Gomes Calcano, Commanaer of the
National Guard for tune whols eastern Maraceibo Laks region, on mainteining
extra troops in Lagunilla. Tns discussion was prompted by rumors indicating
the possibility of & gensral strike in the oil fislds on or about 16 Decsmber
1948. : )

2. According to oll compeny ofticials, ths normal National Guard complemsnt
at Lagunilles consists of spproximately fcrty mem. This number was increassd
by séventy-five sailors ana ressrvists at ths tims of the recent military
coup. The normal complement in ths Cabimas arsa ro totals about sighty
ﬁom_gsgy,

men, with an increment of sixty since ths resvolt. Lt will

25X1A6a b2 noted that the total of 115 men under arms in ihs Lagunilles area anc 140
men in the Cabimas area vary gresatly from ths estimate of 400-600 psrmansnt
, National Guardsmen in the sest shore arsa previously resported by Major
25X1A2g Casanova, Commander of the Zulia Military Zons. Cf.

3. It has not been posaible to determins the authenticity of the report of a
genseral sirike, since most of the Accion Democratica (AD) leaders have
dieappeared and Commumnist leaders are operating with extreme caution. [t
is not believed that any general sirike instructions have been issued. ‘lhe
Tugor mey be based on vhe feet that on 15 Decesmber oil company employees
were 10 recsive a bonus syual to approximately iwo months® salary. It was
feared that with this amount of monsy the workers would be in a {inencial
position to sustain a protracted strixe against the oil compenies, which
would heve repercussions on the Government.

4. There are indications ot certain undergrownd political activities in and
around ths Lagunilles area. Mimsographed handbills have been distributea
guoting an alleged message from ex-President Romulo Gallegos calling on all
patriotic Venszuslans to overthrow the ge f{acto government and military regime.
Although labor egitation and political activity are at a minimum in the east

RN Laxs area, ii 18 ths conssnsus of ofl oompeny officials that the trouble is
nov at an snd. Toere has als bsen an unususlly lerge number of resignations
among the oil company workers, some of whom “wish to g9t out of the arsa

_/ before further trouble breaxs ou®. There &lso aprears to sxist & certain
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fvacuun® between lebor anc em hich wne lattsr t'sels msy be an
incication of further uisorder. ommsan il is novu belisvea itnat tas above

facts ars alaraing. The military are well syuipped 1o handle almost sny
sitvation, and hevs dons an admirsbls Job to date in the protection of oil
iniersests. 'fne workers are comperatively unarmsd. Their only eftsciivs
weapon will be to organige and sustain a protractsd gensral strike. This
do®s not appsar imminsnt undsr present government restrictions. )
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